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Justin Stahl is a native of Beech Grove, Indiana. Beginning at age five with the encouragement of his 
great-grandfather, Justin was mostly self-taught in piano and organ. His passion for music has reached 
many venues that have included accompanying for several choral departments, contributing as his 
church's music director, playing for community theatre, and serving for over twelve years in the Indiana 
Army National Guard's 38th Infantry Division Band.  

Justin has most recently entertained thousands of patrons of the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra in 
the last three productions of their annual Yuletide Celebration, playing the 3/24 Wurlitzer installed at 
the Hilbert Circle Theatre. Theatre organ has always been an "advanced hobby" of Justin's and it has 
taken him to performance venues in Birmingham, Detroit, Boston, Joliet, and Erie. Most recently, Justin 
was a featured artist at the 59th American Theatre Organ Society Convention held in Indianapolis. 

A graduate of Marian University with a Bachelor's degree in piano performance, Justin taught at the 
Charles A. Tindley Accelerated School, where he served as a choral director. His approach and 
philosophy includes the continued promotion of the theatre organ by using a wide base of musical 
genres. 
 

Justin Stahl in concert 
CTOS October Social at 

Allen Organs of Chicago 
Sunday, October 7th  

Doors open at 2:30 pm 
Concert begins at 3:00 pm 

 

Please bring a refreshment to share  
and bring your music for open console. 

 

Allen Organs of Chicago: From Rt. 55 take 53 south to the second traffic light (Crossroads Pkwy).  
Turn right to the first drive on the let and follow around the building to the front (faces Rt. 53).   
From Rt. 53 drive north to the second traffic light (Crossroads Pkwy).  Turn left to the first drive on the left 
and follow around the building to the front (faces Rt. 53).  Address: 181 Crossroads Parkway, Suite D,  
Bollingbrook, IL. (Lee’s Allen Organ awning is visible from Rt. 53)  Phone: 630-428-9701, Lee’s cell 
phone: 815-693-9510 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A PICNIC TO REMEMBER 
   Al Miller's music room was the perfect setting for the CTOS 12th annual picnic on September 8.  With 
intimate cafe tables, small lights streaming across the ceiling like a canopy of stars, and art work on the walls by 
Arlene Miller, the mood was ideal. Taylor Trimby began the program by handling the 1926 era 2/13 Estey pipe 
organ with finesse, performing a potpourri of nostalgic tunes opening with "High Hopes." A cool day prompted 
Taylor to remark, "This is my kind of weather," as he launched into a timely autumnal medley including "See 
You in September" and "Try to Remember."  A Frank Sinatra tribute featured "Something Stupid" and 
"Strangers in the Night." Taylor recalled working through Friday nights on the Rialto Barton in 1971 and, as a 
teenager, learning the trade from Ron Newman and others. Next up was Willie Nelson's "Crazy," a tune Ron 
frequently played. Numerous tender ballads followed including "Love Me With all Your Heart" and "Love Me 
Softly." Don't forget "Winchester Cathedral." Before closing, Taylor tossed in a few novelty numbers like 
"Brand New Pair of Roller Skates" and "Teddy Bear Picnic." Thanks Taylor for a delightful concert. The task 
before him is to interview 35 hotels to select one for the ATOS convention planned for Chicago in 2021. 
   
Next up on the Estey was Dennis Scott to accompany a spirited sing-a-long. After exhausting the song sheet 
with chestnuts like "Heart of My Heart" and "Shine on Harvest Moon," the crowd started calling out their 
requests. Dennis, acting like a choir director,  handled them all including "Standing on the Corner" and "When 
You Wore a Tulip." With no ants or squirrels in sight, the food table was a feast with roast beef, fried chicken, 
an abundance of side dishes, and a separate table full of desserts. Thanks to everyone who brought goodies. The 
festive afternoon concluded with Dennis playing a lively soundtrack for the 1921 silent film "The Boat" named 
Damfino. Buster Keaton, wife Sybil Seely, and their two small children experience one disaster after another as 
the boat sinks into the sea. All four make it to a misty shore in a bathtub.  But where are they? Damfino! But in 
Al Miller's music room all was safe and dry. Thanks to Taylor and Dennis for their musical talents. Special 
thanks to Al for all his many preparations to host such a fun event.       -Merritt Bethig 
 

 
 

club for you, there are no dues, we have several types of organs available.  Members of our group meet in the 
homes of fellow members once each month (usually on the third Saturday) for a chance to perform for each 
other.  Skill level is not a requirement.  We are looking for a few interested people to join us.  Call Carole 
Schmidt at 630-668-5925 for more information and to get your name added to our roster.   
 
Ray Ratajczak’s family is selling Rays instruments.  One is a Conn 653 and the other is a Roland Atelier 
AT90R.  If interested contact Ray’s son John at bjeepin@aol.com for more information. 

 
 

 
Visit our web site at www.ctos.club and our Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/ctosclub/ 

 

   

Melody Makers 
Organ Club 

Would you enjoy having the opportunity to play various 
instruments?  Would you like the opportunity to practice 
playing in front of a few amateur organists?  We have a 


